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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS : 

Please amend the claims as set forth in the following listing. This listing of claims will 
replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims for the present application: 

1 . (Currently amended) A method of sharing an object in a portal framework, the method 
comprising the steps of: 

providing a first site, wherein the first site comprises a first collection of objects: 

assigning a share privilege at the first site to a first user to allow the first user to share a 
first object from the first collection of objects with another site: 

storing a reference to the object in a first repository in the portal framework, wherein the 
first repository is associated with or available to [[a]] the first site on the portal framework, 
wherein the obj e ct is a softwar e object residing first repository resides on a machine comprising 
a processor and a data store in the portal framework, and wherein the reference to the object 
contains information for accessing the object; [[and]] 

providing a second site, wherein the second site comprises a second collection of 
objects stored in a second repository: 

assigning a second privilege at the second site to a second user, wherein the second 
privilege allows the second user to access objects in the second repository: 

performing a first operation to store a duplicate of the reference to the object in a the 
second repository associated with or available to [[a]] the second site on the portal framework 
based on the first privilege, wherein the second repository resides on a machine comprising a 
processor and a data store : and 

allowing the second user to view the duplicate of the reference to the object based on 
the second privilege: 

wherein, via the duplicate of the reference stored in the second repository, the object 
becomes available to the second site for reuse by the second site on the portal framework; and 
wherein the first operation is in accordance with [[a]] theftfst share privilege : and 
wherein the first and second privilege are granted independent of the reference to the 
object, the duplicate of the reference of the object and the object granted as dofinod bv a 
p e rm i ssion to share the obj e ct with th e second site . 



2.-3. (Cancelled). 
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4. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 1, further comprising the step of 
performing a second operation to unshare the object with the second site, wherein the second 
operation removes the duplicate of the reference of the object from the second repository. 

5. (Cancelled). 

6. (Currently amended) The method according to claim 1 , furth e r comprising th e step of 
providing acc e ss to th e duplicate of the reference of the object in th e second r e pository wherein 
the share privilege assigned to the first site allows the first site to store a reference to the object 
in a shared repository, wherein the second privilege assigned to the second site allows the 
second user to access the shared repository to view the duplicate of the reference to the object . 

7. (Currently amended) The method according to claim 6, wh e rein the step of providing 
access is in accordance with a second privileg e granted as defined by a p e rmission for the 
s e cond repository further comprising assigning a third privilege to a third user, wherein the third 
privilege allows the third user to access objects in the second repository; and allowing the third 
user to view the duplicate of the reference to the object based on the third privilege, wherein the 
first, second and third privileges are granted independent of the reference to the object, the 
duplicate of the object and the object . 

8. (Currently amended) The method according to claim [[7]] 1 further comprising the step 
of performing a second operation to store a second duplicate of the reference to the object in a 
third repository. 

9. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 8, further comprising the step of 
performing a third operation to add the object to the second site. 

10. (Original) The method according to claim 9, further comprising the step of performing a 
fourth operation to remove the duplicate of the reference of the object from the second 
repository. 

1 1 . (Original) The method according to claim 10, wherein the fourth operation further 
comprises the step of removing the object from the second site. 
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12. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 1 , wherein the first operation 
further comprises the step of storing references to each child object of the object in the second 
repository. 

13. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 1 , wherein the first operation 
further comprises the step of excluding references to at least one child object of the object in 
the second repository. 

14. (Currently amended) A computer program product for sharing an object in a portal 
framework, the computer program product comprising: 

at least one non-transitory computer readable medium; and 

computer program instructions, recorded on the at least one non-transitory computer 
readable medium, executable by a processor, for performing the steps of: 

providing a first site, wherein the first site comprises a first collection of objects: 

assigning a share privilege at the first site to a first user to allow the first user to share a 
first object from the first collection of objects with another site: 

storing a reference to the object in a first repository in the portal framework, wherein the 
first repository is associated with or available to a first site on the portal framework, wherein the 
obj e ct is a software object r e siding first repository resides on a machine comprising a processor 
and a data store in the portal framework, and wherein the reference to the object contains 
information for accessing the object; and 

providing a second site, wherein the second site comprises a second collection of 
objects: 

assigning a second privilege at the second site to a second user, wherein the second 
privilege allows the second user to access objects in the second repository; 

performing a first operation to store a duplicate of the reference to the object in a 
second repository associated with or available to [[a]] the second site on the portal framework 
based on the first privilege, wherein the second repository resides on a machine comprising a 
processor and a data store ; and 

allowing the second user to view the duplicate of the reference to the object based on 
the second privilege; 

wherein, via the duplicate of the reference stored in the second repositor y and the 
permission added to the second set of permissions , the object becomes available to the second 
site for reuse by the second site on the portal framework; and 
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wherein the first operation is in accordance with [[a]] theftfst share privilege ; and 
wherein the first and second privilege are granted independent of the reference to the 

object, the duplicate of the reference of the object and the object granted as defin e d bv a 

permission to share th e object with the second sito . 

15.-1 6. (Cancelled). 

17. (Previously Presented) The computer program product according to claim 14, further 
comprising computer program instructions for performing the step of performing a second 
operation to unshare the object with the second site, wherein the second operation removes the 
duplicate of the reference of the object from the second repository. 

18. (Cancelled). 

19. (Currently amended) The computer program product according to claim 14, furth e r 
comprising comput e r program instructions for p e rform i ng the st e p of providing access to th e 
duplicate of the r e f e renc e of th e obj e ct in th e s e cond repository w herein the share privilege 
assigned to the first site allows the first site to store a reference to the object in a shared 
repository, wherein the second privilege assigned to the second site allows the second user to 
access the shared repository to view the duplicate of the reference to the object . 

20. (Currently amended) The computer program product according to claim 19, wher e in th e 
stop of providing accoss is in accordanco with a second privilogo granted as d o finod by a 
permission for the second repositor y further comprising assigning a third privilege to a third 
user, wherein the third privilege allows the third user to access objects in the second repository; 
and allowing the third user to view the duplicate of the reference to the object based on the third 
privilege, wherein the first second and third privileges are granted independent of the reference 
to the object, the duplicate of the object and the object . 



21 . (Currently amended) The computer program product according to claim [[20]] 14, further 
comprising computer program instructions for performing the step of performing a second 
operation to store a second duplicate of the reference to the object in a third repository 
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22. (Previously Presented) The computer program product according to claim 21 , further 
comprising computer program instructions for performing the step of performing a third 
operation to add the object to the second site. 

23. (Currently amended) The computer program product according to claim 22, further 
comprising computer program instructions for performing th e step of performing a fourth 
operation to remove the duplicate of reference of the object from the second repository. 

24. (Previously Presented) The computer program product according to claim 23, wherein 
the fourth operation further comprising the step of removing the object from the second site. 

25. (Currently amended) The computer program product according to claim 14, wherein the 
first operation further comprises the step of storing duplicates of references to each child object 
of the object in the second repository. 

26. (Previously Presented) The computer program product according to claim 14, wherein 
the first operation further comprises the step of excluding references to at least one child object 
of the object in the second repository. 
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27. (Currently amended) A system for sharing an object in a portal framework, the system 
comprising: 

a first site on the portal framework, wherein the first site comprises a first collection of 
objects wh e rein the first site is op e rable to us e th e object, wh e rein the obj e ct resid e s on a 
machin e in the portal framework ; 

a first repository associated with or available to the first site, wherein the first repository 
stores a reference to the object, wherein the reference to the object contains information for 
accessing the objec t, wherein the first repository resides on a machine comprising a processor 
and a data store in the portal framework : 

a second site on the portal framewor k, wherein the second site comprises a second 
collection of objects: [[and]] 

a second repository associated with or available to the second site, wherein the second 
repository is operable to store a duplicate of the reference to the object in response to a first 
operation , wherein the second repository resides on a machine comprising a processor and a 
data store in the portal framework : and 

an administrator computer comprising a processor, a data store and a user interface 
and coupled to the framework, wherein the user interface is provided to an administrative user 
to assign privileges associated to the first user and the second user, wherein a first privilege 
assigned to the first user allows the first user to share a first object from the first site with 
another site, wherein a second privilege assigned to the second user allows the user to view the 
duplicate of the reference to the object: 

wherein, via the duplicate of the reference stored in the second repository, the object 
becomes available to the second site for reuse by the second site on the portal framework; and 

wherein the first operation is in accordance with [[a]] the fire* share privilege : and 

wherein the first and second privilege are granted independent of the reference to the 
object, the duplicate of the reference of the object and the object grant e d as defin e d by a 
permission to share th e object w i th th e second site . 

28. -29. (Cancelled). 

30. (Previously Presented) The system according to claim 27, wherein the duplicate of the 
reference of the object is removed from the second repository in response to a third operation. 

31 . (Original) The system according to claim 30, wherein the object is removed from the 
second site in response to the third operation. 
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32. (Currently amended) The system according to claim 27, wherein access to th e duplicate 
of th e r e ferenc e of th e object in th e second repository is provided wherein the share privilege 
assigned to the first site allows the first site to store a reference to the object in a shared 
repository residing on a machine comprising a processor and a data store in the portal network, 
wherein the second privilege assigned to the second site allows the second user to access the 
shared repository to view the duplicate of the reference to the object . 

33. (Currently amended) The system according to claim 32, wherein acc e ss is provided in 
accordance with a second privil e g e grant e d as d e fined by a p e rmission for the second 
repository a third privilege assigned to a third user allows the third user to access objects in the 
second repository; and allows the third user to view the duplicate of the reference to the object 
based on the third privilege, wherein the first, second and third privileges are granted 
independent of the reference to the object, the duplicate of the object and the object . 

34. (Original) The system according to claim 33, further comprising a third repository 
operable to store a second duplicate of the reference to the object in response to a second 
operation. 

35. (Cancelled). 

36. (Previously Presented) The system according to claim 27, wherein the second reference 
of the object is removed from the second repository in response to a fourth operation. 

37. (Original) The system according to claim 36, wherein the object is removed from the 
second site in response to the fourth operation. 

38. (Previously Presented) The system according to claim 27, wherein the second 
repository is operable to store references to each child object of the object in response to the 
first operation. 

39. (Previously Presented) The system according to claim 27, wherein the second 
repository is operable to exclude storage of at least one child object of the object in the second 
repository in response to the first operation. 
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40. (Currently amended) A method of sharing an object in a portal framework comprising: 
providing a first site, wherein the first site comprises a first collection of objects: 

storing a reference to the object in a first site repository in the portal framework, wherein the 
first site repository is associated with [[a]] the first site on the portal framework, wherein the 
object is a software object residing first repository resides on a machine comprising a processor 
and a data store in the portal framework, and wherein the reference to the object contains 
information for accessing the object; 

assigning a share privilege at the first site to a first user to allow the first user to share a 
first object from the first collection of objects with another site: 

storing a first copy of the reference to the object in a second site repository or a shared 
repository residing on a machine comprising a processor and a data store in the portal 
framework, wherein the second site repository is associated with a second site on the portal 
framewor k, wherein the second site comprises a second collection of objects , and wh e r e in th e 
shared repos i tory is available to the s e cond site ; 

assigning a second privilege at the second site to a second user, wherein the second 
privilege allows the second user to access objects in the second repository; and 

allowing the second user to view the duplicate of the reference to the object based on 
the second privilege: 

wherein, via the first copy duplicate of the reference stored in the second site repository 
and the first privilege assigned to the first user or th e shar e d r e pos i tory , the object becomes 
directly or indirectly available to the second site for reuse by the second site on the portal 
framework; and 

adding tho object to tho second sito utilizing tho first copy of tho reference stored in tho 
s e cond site repository or th e shar e d repository; 

wherein the second sit e repository first operation is associated with th e f i rst sit e bas e d 
oft in accordance with the share privilege a first set of privileg e s , wherein the first and second 
privilege are granted independent of the reference to the object, the duplicate of the reference 
of the object and the object . 

41 . (Currently amended) The method of Claim 40, further comprising storing a second sepy 
duplicate of the reference to the object in a third site repository in the portal framework, wherein 
the third site repository is associated with the second site based on a s e cond s e t of privileges 
third privilege . 
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42. (Currently amended) The method of Claim 40, wherein the object is a compound object 
having child objects and wherein the step of storing the first copy of the reference further 
comprises storing at least one reference to at least one of the child objects in the second site 
repository or th e shared repository in the portal framework. 

43. (Currently amended) The method of Claim [[40]] 42, wherein the object referenced by 
the reference to the object is [[not]] copied to the s e cond a shared site repository. 

44. (Currently amended) The method of Claim [[40]] 43, further comprising storing the 
object referenced by the reference to the object in a database remote from the shared 
repository. 

45. (New) The method of Claim 1 , wherein the object comprises a style object providing code 
that controls display of elements of a web site. 



